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THE OUTLAW,

DY JONN NUSSELL,
I know not, 1 ask not af wuilt’s in that heart,
] hut know that I love thee, whatever thow art,
Vo

Whethier the wild seenes of a frontier

|i|'l: |lu\v. n l--m!vur}' o excile a ~pml -'lv_

lawless adventure, or whether a defeetjve
admimstration of justice enticed thither
the outeasts of other communities, eer-
tin 1t s, that in the early setlement of
the western states, each in suvcession
was infested by marauders quite as de-
praved and reckless as ever branlished a
stiletto, or handled a carbine in die moun-
tain passes of luly.
murder was eommnitted by these |‘.|-'il'l-l =
don 's, Ilu‘ sottles collert 1 il MMOxse, 1ne-
ter the name of < Regwelators,”
summary  punishment.
gang, when hotly pursued, retreated tn
one of the eay

upon our western nvers, amd there de-

When o volshery o

g in the Dludls that border

fended themselves to the lust exiremity
Quarter they neither asked nor reived.
When any of the briands were captured,
they were immediately shot, or suspend-
aed from the branches ol the nearest tree,
Long after Kenteky and Oluo ceased
to be frontier states, and the steong s
of the law rendered hopeless any ¢
at phmi]['r, these handitti re 1P|
the banks of the Hlinois, comumitti
tho
and feeble settlements of that lranticr
The last robbhery commited o this re-

aceustomed  depredations upon

gion by an ormaizad had, oceurred i
the spring of 1818, and gave rise to an
evant of theilling interest,

Clifton 15 situated on e east side ol

the Hlinois, at the base of o higl
bluils, about forty miles ahove the condli-
ence of that river with the Mississipp

) range ol

This settlement derived 1ts nume from
Major
ol creat wealth, who emizted 1o the
United Srates i 1816, and sewled an this
place.  His fumily consisted of daughter

Cliltons, an Euelish gentdeman

of filteen, a son much younger, andl eirlit
anil Inharnes Severgl me- |

Or lenservants
chanies, with their wives and shildien, ae-
eompanied him from England, At that
prriod, this region was nuinhabited, and
the land had oot been offered for sale.
T'o obviate the latter inconvenience, Ma-
jor Clilton purchasid a large amount of
whataresull known as slutin
ready to “lacate™

e claims,
them on the tract he
had seleeted, whenever it should come |
into market.  'he building he erected,

the extensive agricultural and other im-|
provements that he planned; but more |
than all, the exaggerated reporis of his
wealth and Tiberality, drew thither emi-
grants from all quariers.  In two vears
nearly a hundred families had  setled
within five miles of his residence.

Early in May, 1818, a gang of villains
who had long been prowling about the
vicinity, taking advantage ol a dark and
stormy night, stole many of the horses
of the seulers, and fled. The rohhers
failed not to levy their tribute of “black
mail™" rather heavily upon Major Clifion.

o mniliet |
I're |:;-'(:r!_\' the |

A horse of great value which he had im-
ported from England was among the miss-
ing. ‘The loss of this animal aroused his |
ire more than twice the amount in any
other Kind of property would have done,
for he was exeessively vain ot the animal,
and conseious that more than one of the
neighbors would seeretly rejoice at his
disappointment, |

At an carly lour in the morning the
news of the robbery was known through- |
mit the settlement, and the citizens soon |
after assembled at Major Clifton's 1o eon- |
sult upon the measures they should adopr. |
Their deliberations were briof.  Waiting |
only to partake of a hasiily
break (st M: yor Clifton, broathing thireas

ol vengeanee, mounted a horse Pt
imsell at the head of a well armed bhand
of his neighhors,
vered the tl of the horses, and ¢ ipiilly
pursued 1t 1o the ferpy on the Hlinois.
Here they f(bund, o theis mortilication,
that the robbers liad crossed the river un-
t“itlul'l'rl'tl. and 11wr|. to teliny l"["""
sunk the hoat. No other boat
procured within the distanee of
miles.

From the appearance of the trail,
the vobbery was commined in the early
part of the night, as the tracks of the hot-
808 WiTe |nrtn obliterated by the heavy
rain that had subsequently h]lr'l.l. Farther
attempts to overt: ke thom woere regarded
as hopeless, and the settlers hent their
way homeward, more indignant at having
been foilad of their meditated revenge,
than at the loss of their property.  With
their passion thus exeited, the current of
their vengeance was easily turned upon «
new ohject.

About two months.before, a young Vir
ginian, of prepossessing munners, arrived
in the settlement and took lodaings at an
humble eabin about five miles from Major

Chfton’s,  On his arrival he spoke of re-

maining but a single dav, vet, withont as-!

[reavi le Ij i

In an honr thev l;l‘l‘llvl
[

determination, lingered there, week alter | the robliers,  Abouta mile from Cli

surmng any reason for the ehange in his | tle sansfactory to him was the ese

ape of | vorite amusement of

fton's, [ rie.  Every thing

urouna

gell every day that on the morrow I would
breathed of depart; vet when the morrow eame, |

riding over the prai-
1

[week, ‘Ihe family where Lie lodoed t\'-\‘-'-u a point where the road from the high-|spring, and she was 1 mpted 1o extend | wanted resolution to return again o a

quite willing that he should remaun there | [ands to the praicie, phsse | threough anars her ramble mueh farther than  usual,
[ any length ol time he might please 1o stay.

row ravine of the hlotf, they sudil
He paud hberally for his hoard—more ;n'uur:h'n:[ Elwood.
than twice as much as ithey demanded,
and alwavs in advanee.  His gentleman-| their horses and for a moment o
Iy deportment, the eheerfulness  with | each otlier i silence. M 'l e Clift

humble
nHnNeeessary ll'rnt'.f*i-'. exXei |! imn ":1-

givin rent of myveetive, and ordered him

Unexpe wedd, and both parties rein

condivion, lus anxiety b avoid| pneounter, poured ont u}.--n Elwont

hi', tn- \“..' I ".FH' "{I"i"\ 'Ii

cud i 1o e '_'l|i|.:'.':. ir

wzedd at | head of her pony, or

an. re-| own dark ringls

[ whieh he accommuodated himscll 1o their| rovering from his surprise al this sudden! mocking bird, whase

| Yo | ~
} ntor- Iy tnterrapicdd, were

o s H =irawmns of mt |||\ th

wer them, and deck the

world where existence would be aimless,

cluster of flowers }-.m.u less,  1T'he mornineg after the rohihery

T'his mecting was | of aneommon b iy, she would spring I had .n-u1~.11;1,..1 for my finul ," wriure.

and mude every arrangement for that pur-
twine them in her| pose, At evening 1 lingered, for Liours,
The carols of the | near vour dwelling, with the hope that 1
song< she I ijuent- | might gaze upon voiu anee more before 1
less joyous than the | left the seuloment forever.””
i eushed from her Such was the

explanntion of Elwood,

minds of the whale II-““‘!}' aowarm ate- | pender,  The voung man calmly veplied, | very heart a< she bownded over the ver- | every word of wilich traced itselt in burn-
rest in his faver.  Since his arvival, his| that he was not ouly willing to muke any | dant [ ing characters upon ler heart.  ler fac
manners, i some respeets, Jud gnder- explanation to Major Clitton alone. bt She lod steayod more than three miles | beeame deadly  pale and she  scarcely
gone a striking ehange,  His vountenance | ways even then on the way o lis | . Treum nes when suddenly aovoung man | breathed.  Elwood placed in her hand an
indientedd o heart it ar ease. 1t was evi<! for the purpose of laying before him [ ro ! v beture her from a clump | atestanion of his charseter from a distin-
{dent that his thoughts were distunt from | rers and other papers that would eonvinee | 0 | had elffeetuzlly coneeal- [ guished Virginian whose name is known
the ohjerts belore h Hix stops wor e most meredulous that hie ohm P \tins wxpeeted appuarition, [ and respected by exi 1y American.  She

troubled, wnd hours were daiiy passed an s abave repro by and his | wilil seream, and | reeceived the open papor """'1‘;"‘1“'|';.‘_ anil
solitude, rst respeetability, but would nover b Font i aleprived ey of the | gazed intently upon writing, but tha
It could not be expected that a stranger| kon alive bofore s solf=canstitnted tribunul | powe t. It was the voung Out- f words made not the slightest impregsion
{ gentee] address, who rode an elegant! of Reoulators. S Suricnder piffy | low upon whose head @ price was set by [opon her mind, Every thought, evers
VOrse, W 1 wold wateh, and wos [iro yir i les or T il shont 1 " wen ler er.  Hhis broken avm hune oo Leuliy ‘.1 her ~--'.'.1 was absorbed in the
Msely prihied wath cash, Voresann | ihe renhe of Clifion I'his 1} ! fs elothes were stained with blood, Isioele aden, ;s wis loved, devetadly,
lor two months 1 a bronter settlemoent. | i a [.II il ] vehement 1 1| nud woant dud snleringe were e i wil on | ma j‘." m'--"i i,} 1!,-- I weound anter sL
withett any antensible 5, and not | onee, the spirit of Blhwool I o= hisy vt bgraed conntenanee, Miss | young Ougtlaw wha for her had perlled
exXepte sgEnctons o v ant ment he Lad hoen ealm 1) C'hilton, be gov alwemed,” said e, ] am | honor awd hite.  The voieg of Elwood
Yo [Shwond was not jgnerant ol is Janeuage and demennor.  Tis coun 1 d and persecuted mang bot 1 am | awoke her o conseiousness.  Ruaising ha
purnors thnt weree abpood, ot disreennded | gpganee w wow fished, N ( fra Einjuri human being, even | eyes from the paper she gazed upon th
them.  Attempts were made, sometimics| g, | he, *nothi N f in Y ou have i red ey | pale emaciated  eount e ol b ond
by direet, buat more frequemtly by artlul | ofer eather tnsalt ar dopury o I ponty and all Further at= ) amd Durst into 1« . She o wept alpud
pestions, to draw Som him the ohjeet of i 1that con Hy « edf vo wlio 1s | temy ¢ are hopeless, | will go ml made no etfort to restram her emo-
| -:.- Mt I ! [ : 1) Wl \ F Loy i ri 21 i iy I :- rren L HA b )
thiei 0 T W nlil < T Tl ! Il K o thee enees of AL an i Ipath Liad deprived
ed el . WHO Wus | ‘1 1 i onlvy by ' 1 " this ¢TS5, 1 “ el 1 1 ' et \l LY ] I in rainn enre ol 0
insaipble carnosity, Eiwood, with an sir | tually convinee vouboth gt [ know wel < st | L ' thet) | mother, S loes 15 ey FrEprabe
"[.i‘r"!-""I“-‘_'“"-'":M: i By a<ide, A1l I:. dule .ll-hll" Y Noso Fvere [ Hiresw s bnto fave L i1 Hugs [ OBE 10 } it o Cath (Y
under the promse ol mmvinlable seer -._."1_ s wortls uttered thian (Clifum. st url will gn It will ¢heer e even i | no ordinary ealamite,  Ter finher w
gravely whisperad ot his ear o stoey 80 1o the guick st being treatod withowhat L I . whun overy oye .."::-hfl':;:n:ui.-l lus onty daughitor as
indierons sunl 1mpro vable, that when re- | regarided az affocted and imsulting forheay- | i wpon 1 n hade, 1 Kpnow that | was of every tnng els: t belonged 1o
pented, i@ it oalway was, the poor feilow [ anee, elevared his gileand fired.. Elhwood, | you il the remorseless miflians who | him. and as lar as liss stern patire woniild
who enueted 1he part of Puul Pev, was{who helid th reins ol his HIRILRE Ve | 5 . tisroverod my piace ob | perimil,. afecionais, 3 H W
known to hove been egrogiously quizzed. | left hand, sndidealy dropp, ! them,  Clil i * The pectil, but vir- [how (o citer nto the leelinges of o :
T'o questioners of a different class e re-| ton's shot lind 1aken effect in has rin | est ¢ W pothis s - | b rl, or win i
plied oniy with a ook of mdignant eon- : which now hung powerl ok e i il ol ity With the ser | iy,
temy) Uhis eourse, in o short t "";"‘.].‘-"I Lt the saitnd « fle the |t { i - i St dlterste ity ol 1 cameit, sl \
fectustly seenrad him from any frl] Major’s hors Voo filon s | ol e o Ouiuw was o | eel no companio 1 and having non
annovanee of that k 11l-.["'.ll:-h‘.t\'..:.‘.l_“ thvew his ridor. In a moment M | A5 AWK i v hoe Teart o with whom she conld bl Ll ongal
ness o diselose the noture of bis husimess ! Chifton was dn, upan Lis Ty L rewill to betrey | and ol g, il al e e wos pas
.'|1n:':;;;. -'! i"' =41 il s that :1:'.-' ] '|\ N |‘, ‘:\ I.I 1 ‘,; ] i I | i L] \ o A1 ! by i, el e Wy Ve sol » cither il
el A ahiag, however, mvade Dbt o was preparing o Vv, Il ! ) y viol muanned hiulde il Bather libeary—in 1encn her flow
Caint and moment Y impression upon "-.-'{‘.' 13ed hus el to s showlder, w v I Jaeeorndanee with hier veal fLeling=, My |and shrubberv, ur e rambling
mind of Elwood. He read, weote, and fwood drew o pistol, and hard | the | father is astern man” replied e, vbut | among the seild and pomantie seenery ol
tonk lis u-ﬁ;'l;-‘\ wilks, I||[r:.'_.":!1"" Yy [snn o ""l""ll' pelig i e | nobamjuat, 11 you T d mnoecent, | the neighiborhoml,  She resembled on
dark suspicions rest o upon lis charae-| Marun fell. Th 1 P | throunl his | ns you praot nd 5 1l vony ure not L ed tof those wieil forms of loveln tint
ter., :!\- wl, andd Lie censed to by the almost = with the robbers, why dul von remain so | s ited ¢ walk Y ol 7l '
With the people of the settlemont he | stantancoysly o The bleod of s man done i the setticimmen ot hein e fmtghin well bave daspivad the exelun
avoided, as much as possible, all intee- s upon vour own heady, Major Clriton, 10 gioany n ARULE v o3 oand ol wrapiuved ban
course.  Onee only he called upon Major | andd nat upon 1 e, Sy | wh N . A ! i, onin Ll b i :
('lll'nn. with the intenmion of culavating : wood put spurs to his hoese and 1 it olthe iy nenr my | ) e o
his aequaimtanee, bhut was reecived m :LI When th excitement ol the con W ) y il it 1t i e TSN | \ ! ull
manner o Hanghty amd repulsive that he | was over, this unforn et niduble ¢! \ Cpaind f I gl ooenet
felt no dnelinaton o renew the attempt. | elearly th il iito which Lo wasthat anv @ IR T i LIS ® Vo rh [ L e u !
I'his was thie young man about whom | plunged.  The w COUIITY 1 I he | w i b o A deg) | ol 1 vead of a heart bt wh \
|hl.‘“I:l"_:h::l:nli.‘s”I.'ll\'.‘ Lield a consultat -::.I Loty an puirsuit ol HTHT With his aem melaneholy eamne oy | jrade I e o \ bW
Many circumstunees conspired to Listen | hroke | i bleedime, his eaptiure was ine- | sl heoy ! vl on | passionnte, Go [ T i
u;um In"! the suspicion of being conue et | vitable, un idensle and 1en v oequally [1de yselt, 1o Wl [ ol stenity,
ed with the robbery, He had NP PO U eersin., he Gor bei 31 I o { { '
that very day for his departure, and made | Despairing of eseape, thouglisof sui-lnocent, A powerl \ vident EVentten. as e b S '
every preparation for that purpose. A |=-1 le came over him, but the love of lile ly going on in the mind of Outluse. Hvssion of the vo Cu . ,
laborer of Major Chiton's of the name of [ svon retirned, and imnspired Jum with a andd Miss Clifton | 1 with [scen lim st Pel nil
Martin, who formed one of the party Jlllm terminution o exert every fa 'ni.':. of bo- | vagne and indeling loaes: fur Det r's, it | i L !
purs sued the robbers, now reenllectad th ln‘.\ and mind to avond the e that awat= | sadety, notwit i et de-only a1 ban i o upon
he had seen Elwood on the night ot the |||| him.  Stopping his horse ot a fonely onoe and trath solea written o Lo She had nearly forpotien i
l'l)h]ll‘_\' lurkm-,; near the l|\\'ll e of s | Spot near the blull, h ismoutsicd, took wd v forelend. Filwond saw e L ih deathy of M y
employer,  "These facts, :'.u!:'n:_'. others | oft’ his sadidle and bridie, and turied him | v Y | i i Hnnd be Bt Ak ]
it wieri "lllt!l.l.!'l’\!. removind eyers ']"‘J":‘Illll'&l, anvinge, ‘“'eo, i =elun, vl evind eyl m A R I Ry Aty erest W e v et
of his guilte. "The evidence aeaiast lim | least have been a wroe and Gatdidul & I he woultl explim o hery frankly, | The story of her Ll Itn douti
was ot Jeast safficient to decide lus fute, [ tame.” Thizspirited but sl withont « 1 y m | mind ol ! i TR _
It was un-:li:lmll:il_\' resolved 1o artaien | mal follawed his mater severnl rote, and whieh b . \\ retiv g 1 hel ( i
I, on the alternoon ol that day, tu‘l'u:'-';ru‘.h ne his head gently aranst im, m- & p Tul Vi TR | | e el I ven we of the Reg
v tribunal of Regulators, and u hardly [ vited Elwood 1o b amoetions, | dressed her: o Miss Clil - Lattle didd s vearm that she, |
need bhe :lil.tlt'l!. l]l.ﬂl his immaediile exect-| rosses hie hod lone by L SutH L \ | L Vi I would d ' R ! of | :
non was to lollow his conviction. _\l.n.;--r‘.-;-u.-. the seerer of m n hor efiment, Iy least of th i |
Chilom volunteered his services o appre-|  ‘This prool of aflvetion from Lrute, | Neher fese of ( ) | yab- (Hsten to the impassiomed, tiolling vo
lend bim. [ when every human beinge scemed leagned | o juy that will 1 ey O Iy N0 fession which had justh | I
When tho news ol the robbery r whed | arainst Wim, affeerd BElwood even o mory, « i \ er (e me thys (a- | wire of the tthe emotions 1
M. Fell, the man at whose house Elwood | tears. 1l I'h I lved 1 I ! ted the | m ol ng &
loleed, he foresaw at onee the wmmment Maior Clilton arrived at home, huening | p with 1 this u= cd in . wl peeribingthem to !
danger in whieh his young boardes would | with wreath, and inan ooy s own vors ted I ; V' resotion | 1= | N15 N U L riown sal
v opseeddy amdd advised him to flee instant- | sion of the rencontre and death of ot o | t whein I am | Elwaod mildly, but firn Ve Il
Iv. 1o his astonishment, aldwadgie Bl=| Martin, had flown through fement. | s PR TR A it a fiese [intention ol surrenderin HTIRQA 1IB)
woml ad appuinted thae very morning | In the linguerge of the west, e | rr hotrs | I e eonsigned, vou top should [ditely o her futher. I"I‘ { 'i""‘l "
l.ll 'h|~ "\I p‘.l.llll'l’l. he ‘ll'='g.lil'| Ivis fntention Wity 1 J ' Il EXCe e was (TR L i ! vl i | e ! el 1o wored him w J"" i |"_"‘_ ol ;':'1"(' LIEY
ol temining while shade ol Suspil ”.!l"rl.' toand 1 hardly needid the o af i e 1. Lo ) I cam et hm .”. o oot ol “. 'llll Y ,-,I. e T
restedd upon him,  Fell earnestly onteent- | pewand, by Major Clilon, of v | I oW f istention of pathy 1 | an k. Uw .b ’
el liim ot it brave the veogeance ol an )l dollars Tor Blwaad or his head, 10 [ L ST , ] With o trembh AL 1 :
lex :-i-'.'.".l'.l'l band of  Regulaors,™” "'I-l"i imiensity. Liong hielore mieghity mo bl ¥ my e¢x = |: ALz I . Wil
wonld not fatl of connecting him withthe o hundeed men were in o seneh ol the Yo ! ! 1, 1y Bave farrol [ AR MIO" [T - '
T Y. Ile ||',11w| with energy, thit | wounded Outldw.” or two sl ) i 1 o fitned 1 e B to ’
nothing could imduce him 1w tlee and thus | spit was i essant.  FByery p th i i I y but moagan 1o » R “l .
v | eonrm ""“I'“’“' 19 80 faal to his reputa- | conld alford concealment was rey 0k \ ery pe 14 | ' Ll
ton 3 that whatever might be the conse-|visited, A night wateh was statoned an wonld, | | Lupon oy momo '\_\" et | I IR
puenecs ol lis contnumng e the setde- | the praivie, and ot every aee T R I MY | med ol : 3 ' Wwilp A it D .
ment, he would meet them, |--1 the hlufl, 'T'o the i ppolnunen ' ) I SR 0 g LALAL : Feen eov
lll-'- Illl;{ hiis entroaties I-II no lt\:llll \ll‘ ortilieatton ol the seitlers, not 1 - P! I I s 1 con I snceeud : I A
Pell left him and joined the party that | est teace of the fgitive was diseavered, | e | ¢ i1 erdura UL | i L AWOUTTIEN \' ‘
aezembled that morningr ot the hiovse of | 11is liorse was scen grazing e tho pra i} LR ntoll ¥ 4 ! = o :
Nijor Chitton. rie, and repeated attempts wi min 1o W ; el W \1 t I meel 1 I ' ”\..t.l l
When the Reculotors had :‘-""I"Iul.. take ham, but the nolde annnal, so I A | Pt | i ; e
Major Clifton, accompamed by Martin, | to his master, would suffer no one th | o plitcing in 1] ' : ' L1165 : :
rode leisurely homeward, with the inten- [ npproach near fim.  The beliel now tion tha patd e H! 0 4 ' o oy I |
tion of procuring the aid of cie of his ser- | viuled that e bl cseaped by dos e 1t i1 \ ' : Ny : i
vants, and then of proceeding to Feil’s | the Hitnots, amd the faet that o skill ' - el | :
for the Imr':mv ofgapturing Ihwood, and | disappesred’ fram the ferey on the nig { [ : I l
bringing him a prisaner o his own liouse, | alter the encounter, contivmed ot beyvomd ol asko him Tar yout | I . !
there to underga the formality of a tnall o doubt, rpurspit was abandoned, | tellyon withw sl ! ! : G
A< they rode slowly along, Martin coms [ und the set resumed their geeustomed iy st and only a pr to lormoan ae :. | . W { : rd :
mented loquaciongly upon the events ol | aveestions. intance witie i i Lo My | Blutl, ' b Pl i B
the dav, 1o which Major Clifton ‘-.w-.r-:mi-: O the alternoon of the thipd das, lopdest hop W shion t | still}aen '.H' . ol o
'-'1.‘ ru.luh-' Lgdnilly, that indeeated how lit=" tharine Clifton was indalging i her 6= | th 1Lemi promising my- g R uidery g Follosw .

| 8pPat. she

(suve the ble ol an imjured,

oliscure angd parrow entranee of this eave,

I
it afier winding

she found 1t

into aspa
raom and then terminated i an opening

some rods=, 11 expanded

at an nacccssible height on the fice of
the Bluil. With her head averted aiid
ecrmsaned with blushes, she inforined the
voung Outlaw ol this cavern, and propos-
od thar he should remain m lis present
retreat Vil a Jate hour at night and then
repair to a well known tree near her
fulier’s hiouse, when, she would meét
b, and eonduet him to the cave, where
he would he secure.  Without waiting
for his reply, she turne d the head of her
horse in the diveetion of home and bound-
smonth green prairie.
Onee, when at a distanee from the place
of their intesrview, she looked bazk, and
secing Eiwood still standing on thie same
him to conceal
Numsclt, and then pursued her way home-
ward,
Hud sl
et she ]n-viurnul to conduet hith to the
cavern, she would have answered, o
]I! =gl "llt‘l_i

ed rapidly over the

beckoned 1o

asked hersell with whal ob-

fullow being.

Bevond the present moment she hard.
IV el uded a thoughts.  Ewve Iyl 'I‘I‘.I\ ol
hi e wpon the sin-
ele wlea that the Lile of 1}

vomind was vone
i II.,': W, |1"

pend !M-'u-;_\ Hpon her Fori tely tor
utharine, on ' t oK i home, Major
Clhilton w Hl'llu' ved i this Liby v, amd
(AR 1 ) 15 1 \ N i ive-
1 early to o ' first
I | Ll \l 'l 1 | the
preset f hier futhy Nhe shrank oven
brotn y ol the servan i)
t v hier exeited imagination that they
I L It i m | I ""l' sllE 8,
| i O i L uj W 1 LeT

W i s 5wl | Lt ol El-
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